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I. Call to Order- President Ron Sprinkle called the monthly meeting of the AACA to order at 7:00 pm on October 15, 2009 held at Merrill Gardens.

II. Quorum- A quorum was present.
Directors attending: Ron Sprinkle, Paul DeFriece, Kathy Glenn, Tom Riley, Jim Moses and Dick Lyon.
Members present: 11  Guests: 8

III. Marist School application for SLUP
· Timeline:  Area Community Council (soon?), Planning Commission (soon?), Board of Commissioners (Nov.?)
· There were conditions attached the original SLUP for St Mary’s School (90’s).  Where and what are they?  A neighbor stated she has them and will get them out. 
· There are 2 types of conditions which can be attached: enforceable and unenforceable (L Danese):
· Enforceable, These are conditions that DeKalb County can identify like land use and/or construction/disturbance restrictions.  These types of restrictions can be attached to the front of the SLUP and forever restrain the SLUP granted.
· Unenforceable, These types of conditions are not in the County Code.  They are conditions or restrictions that Marist or it’s attorneys could agree to privately (and in writing).  While they can be attached to the SLUP, in most cases, the County will be unable or unwilling to enforce them.
· Writing these conditions down and predicating their necessity to the existence of the SLUP, and, having a signed agreement MAY give the community civil recourse for their enforcement.  This process is a negotiation between Marist and its neighbors, both parties must agree.
· Marist has traditionally tried to be a good neighbor.  Despite the lawyers involved, it remains in their best interest to try and work with their neighbors to reach agreement on how best to implement their plans.  
· Marist has already completed several community meetings that attempted to identify and address the concerns of the community.  One was at the AACA General Meeting last month.  The meeting minutes have not been posted but are available.
· Possibility of Deferral? 
· New SLUP applications are only considered by the BOC twice per year; however, if deferred (usually 60 days) the BOC could consider it at any time (L Danese).  
· Deferral also means the attorneys must remain vigilant.  Any deferral will be an additional cost for Marist.  
· Pervious surfaces (L Danese) - The new parking areas are intended to have pervious surfaces; however, there are no pervious surfaces currently approved by DeKalb County.  These surfaces do not work as intended with Georgia’s red clay soils. Water still runs off rather than being absorbed, and pervious particulates wash away and clog drains.  They can work if the clay is removed and replaced with a permeable sub-surface like dirt.  It was unclear whether Marist intended to do this.
· Bridges - Bridges and certain other wetland intrusions are subject to state compliance (L Danese). The County does not consider them.  Once a SLUP is approved, the development authority presents them to the State for review.  This is not a process open to the public.  Changes can be made without recourse but are generally limited to already published state requirements.  It is reasonable to assume Marist’s engineers have considered this and incorporated what they believe is required by the State.
· There is little extra time to get organized and make changes to the existing plan.  The preliminary concerns of the neighborhood are:

i. AshDun Ct - should not/never be used as an access point for school traffic
ii. Buffers - the plan does not appear to have much vegetative buffer.  Existing uses (football/baseball lighting) will be even more intrusive after removal of existing vegetation

iii. Flood Impact - need technical assurance that planned use and improvements will not increase flooding

iv. Environment - need assurance that existing wetlands will not be adversely impacted   
· AACA expects to participate in an upcoming community meeting

IV.   Montgomery School Parking Lots (Jeff Turnage) 
· Jeff tried but after several phone calls was unsuccessful in getting DCSS to defer the start of this project until a final meeting could be held with the neighbors.  

· Construction has started on expanding the front parking lot.  Large trees have been removed and excavation/grading will begin shortly.

· Neighbors are still asking for a meeting but the big trees have already been removed.  

· SPLOST 3 funds projects like this one.  They require community meetings for funding; however, if projects are requested by DCSS, those meetings are waived.  

· Let your school board members know this is not an acceptable outcome for these types of projects.  

V. Committee Reports
· Transportation Committee (Dick Lyon)

· There is an important ARC meeting November 3,4,5 at the Marriott Perimeter.
ARC will display 3 more fully developed options for ? (the Northern Arc or I-285?)  

VI.   AACA Web Site

· The old AACA web site has been hacked and disabled many times in the past few months.  No one knows why.  
· We were forced to abandon that site and move to somewhat more limited software that is still not completed.  Existing links now point to the new site but it will take more time to replace all the functionality of the old site.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm 

Submitted by Paul DeFriece 






Page 3 of 3

