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I. Call to Order- President Ron Sprinkle called the monthly meeting of the AACA to order at 7:00 pm on September 17, 2009 held at Merrill Gardens.

II. Quorum- A quorum was not present.
Directors attending: Ron Sprinkle, Paul DeFriece, Kathy Glenn, Tom Riley, Scott Saulson and Dick Lyon.
Members present: 9  Guests: 12
III. Kathy Gannon,  DeKalb County Commissioner from super District 6
· Environmental Initiatives (DC = DeKalb County)
· Green Commission begun in May ’09 with CEO Ellis to promote
a. Education
b. better resource utilization
c. sustainability

Each department is doing something different - One landfill is capturing methane gas, generating electricity and selling it back to Georgia Power

· Curbside Recycling = 37% county-wide 
Actual disposal/recycling is contracted out.  Glass is hardest, paper is easier but prices are down.  No profit, may be barely breakeven?
· It may take some time, but DC is working toward mandatory recycling and reduction to once per week trash pickup with an increase in fees (maybe with rebates for recycling?).

· All funds for retrofitting existing homes with “green technology” have been exhausted.  The federal Stimulus plan may eventually provide more funds.  If so, many of the programs/ideas could be reinstated. 
· DC has applied to the ARC for its “Green Community” designation
· DC is considering how best to implement recycling and sustainability incentives for private industry (regulatory mandates vs. taxes vs. credits vs. ?)  City of Atlanta has already been at this for 2 yrs.

· DC has implemented a program to replace streetlights with more efficient bulbs (LED’s?) 

· DC promoting ‘water smart’ landscaping (less grass, better ground covers, gray water).  There are problems with implementation due to the many remaining septic systems in DC.  Stone Mtn has so much sub-surface rock surrounding it, no sewer line can be buried. 

· Rain harvesting, County is looking into ways to collect and use ‘gray water’ for Parks & Recreation, gardens, lawns, etc.

· Zoning Rewrite
· Current proposed plan is online.  Go to Planning Commission site, look for Gold Box

· Task is huge.  After 4 hr presentation of first draft, there were 3 pages of issues generated to be resolved.
· The time for public comment has passed (maybe one more meeting?).  Kathy asked that any issues to be presented to her directly.

· Mixed Use designation is still not well-defined.  Still many questions about what is/is not acceptable.

· Kathy believes resolution of all the issues is still months away

· New CEO Burrell Ellis
· Meetings are ‘boring’ now 
· Lots of committees being used to investigate and report to BOC.  Commissioners have more and better information before voting at meetings

· Results in more getting done, quicker.

· DC is selling all but one of Vernon’s RV/pimp mobiles.  Looking into something smaller that could actually be used as ‘mobile command posts’.
· Public Safety
· Everybody seems much happier
· Anecdotal evidence that officers are happy with the newly appointed chief.
· Parks & Recreation

· Marvin Billups is acting head of department
· Search for nominations for new head of department closed today

· BOC has never approved ANY fees.  Former Head did it on his own.  Kathy did acknowledge fees could be used to regulate capacity but that the BOC would not use them to discourage use.
· Negotiations for the Dunwoody Parks are on-going.   DeKalb has made several offers but D’wdy appears unwilling to compromise.  These negotiations are under a court order so the time to complete a deal is limited.  
· Recent improvements to Murphey-Candler and other parks were the result of Commissioners freeing money from a 2001 bond issue held up by Mr. Jones.
IV. Marist School rezoning plan
Father Harhager (Headmaster), Den Webb (zoning attorney), Tony Zivalich (Chair, Campus and Facilities Committee)
· Marist (1901) is requesting a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) which will include all/most/some of the improvements it expects to make on its campus and adjoining land.  
· They expect to have it completed and presented to the Planning Commission for consideration in November. 
· Presentation is part of their “Vision 2020” plan and includes the entire campus

· Current holdings equal 80 acres.  Parcel N of Nancy Creek is approx 11 acres
· Marist owns the road through the YMCA soccer fields but not the fields themselves. 

· Marist also owns the former school/church building (30,000 sq ft) which it intends to tear down.
· Several existing buildings will be renovated or replaced

· Planned improvements would result in 15-20% increase in gross sq. footage but no increase in student population (< 10 students)
· All proposed improvements are contingent on raising the necessary funds to pay for them.  The school hopes to begin individual projects as funds are raised. 

· Recently acquired area N of Nancy Creek

· 1 vehicular bridge

· 2 pedestrian bridges (one E of vehicle bridge, one W)

· Will build a “structure” near tennis courts for bathrooms/water. 

· All new parking surfaces to be permeable material (ie. gravel for reduced runoff)

· Initially, there will be no connection to existing road through Y soccer fields.  All vehicles will come and go through current Marist entrance.
· There are no plans to permit access through Ashdun Ct (off of W Nancy Creek)

· There will be no lights 

· There will be no public address systems

· Plans and progress will be posted on the AACA website 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm 

Submitted by Paul DeFriece 
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