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I. Call to Order - Jim Moses called the regular meeting of the AACA to order at 7:00 p.m. on October 16, 2008 held at Merrill Gardens.  

Motion: to approve the minutes from the September meeting made by Adam Stine and seconded by Collette McDonald.  Motion carried, minutes approved.

II. Quorum - The sign-in sheet determined a Quorum was present.

Board Members: Jim Moses, Kathy Glenn, Collette McDonald, Wendy Butler, Rachel Hammer, Paul DeFriece, Adam Stine, Leah Knowlton

Members present: 16
III. Committee Reports

Sponsorship & Communication - Collette McDonald reporting

· The new sign campaign continues to be productive.  Signs announcing the Political Forum to be held October 18th have been added to the large signs and extras were brought to this meeting for distribution.
· Registration on the website is the most effective way to get information out to neighborhoods, please encourage everyone in your neighborhood to register.
· Don‘t forget to submit any news items to Collette for posting on the web site. She may edit them for content.

Finance Committee – K. Glenn said there was no report, we still have $3,500.

Membership Committee - Paul DeFriece had no change to report

Planning & Development Committee - Wendy Butler reporting

· LeCraw development on N Peachtree near I-285 is going forward. It is currently zoned ‘O&I’ but they are working to have it all zoned OCR which is the correct zoning for this land.  They are proposing 9000 sq.ft. of restaurant space; 22,500 sq.ft  retail space; 40,000 sq. ft of office space; 8000 sq ft for a community center and there will be about 744 multi-family units.
The site plan application, the AACA zoning sheet will all be on the AACA website for review. 
This area is in the proposed Parcel I annexation by the City of Chamblee.
· Doug Dillard attorney for Cox presented some update information on their Lake Hearn site.  In 1990 they were zoned for 1.1 million sq. ft of developed space.  Since that time there have been 3 condemnations which have changed their building envelope:

1. The building of the Flyover Bridge

2. Shifting of the entrance into their campus due to the Flyover Bridge
3. MARTA condemnation
Now they are anticipating an 85 ft set back in anticipation of GDOT expansion of I-285
They have been compensated by DeKalb Co for the value of the undeveloped land which was condemned but have applied for a stream buffer variance and wish to work with the AACA committee to further define an acceptable building envelope.
Motion (Ron Sprinkle):  that we allow Cox a 60 day deferral to allow this to happen, second by Rebecca C. Williams.  The motion was voted and approved.

· St Martin’s is working on plans to expand their campus but continues to work with the surrounding neighbors prior to filing application.

Transportation Committee – Wendy Butler reporting for Dick Lyon
· Revive 285 held an open house September 30th and presented 8 different plans.  Three of these plans will be chosen by the Revive 285 people based on expense, anticipated impact, how they think they will actually work, etc. and presented to the community Summer of 09.  They will also require NEPA review.  These 8 plans are on the AACA website along with related links. 
· There is a large study being conducted called the McKenzie Study by GDOT.  They are trying to reorganize themselves, anticipate this report in November.

Environmental Committee – Leah Knowlton reporting.  

· Met with the Georgia Wildlife Federation 10/6 about creating some additional wildlife habitat in the AACA area.  Invited to participate in stream mapping project with them which will be like Google Earth.
· Still monitoring developments at Marist.

Guests: Elaine Boyer and Mike Jacobs

· Elaine discussed Senate Bill 52 which will be on the November ballot.  She urges us to support this bill which only impacts DeKalb Co.  The focus of this bill is to separate the powers of the DeKalb CEO from the DeKalb BOC by allowing the commissioners to set their own agenda and chair their own meetings.  At this time both of these jobs are done by the CEO (the executive branch) and not by the commissioners (the legislative branch) which does not allow for separation and checks and balances in our local level of government.
· Mike discussed the 3 constitutional amendments on the ballot in November.

1) If you own 200 acres or more of property with forest on it you can get a property tax credit if you preserve the land via a covenant to protect the land from development for at least 15 years.  The state gives credit to the local government to make up the difference of lost revenue through these conservation efforts.

2) TAD’s- historically used for economically distressed or blighted areas.  The Atlantic Station is an example of a successful TAD.  The proposed change would authorize local school districts to use tax funds for community redevelopment purposes.
a. This proposal affirms that the General Assembly may authorize counties, municipalities, and housing authorities to carry out community redevelopment.
b. The proposal also revises the Constitution's provisions relative to redevelopment powers and tax allocation bonds. As revised by the proposed amendment, the current provisions for community redevelopment, after providing for such powers, will contain revised provisions relative to tax allocation bonds. 
c. In general, tax allocation bonds are government borrowings which are repaid specifically from future growth in the property tax digest of an area under redevelopment.
d. Under the proposal a general law will be able to authorize the use of county, municipal, and school tax funds, or any combination thereof, to fund redevelopment purposes and programs, including repayment of tax allocation bonds. The general law may provide for such use of tax funds without regard to whether the local government approved such use before January 1, 2009. 
e. No county, municipal, or school tax funds may be used for such purposes and programs without approval by the applicable local governing body.
f. With respect to school taxes only, such taxes may be used for redevelopment purposes and programs only if: (1) they have been pledged for repayment of tax allocation bonds which have been judicially validated (approved by a court for issuance); or (2) such use is authorized by general law after January 1, 2009.
g. Mike is not in favor of this amendment.

3) The third proposed amendment would authorize the creation of special Infrastructure Development Districts providing infrastructure to underserved areas and was contained in Senate Resolution No. 309.
a. This proposal authorizes the General Assembly by general law to provide for the creation and regulation of infrastructure development districts. The purpose of such districts will be for the creation, provision, and expansion of such infrastructure services and facilities as may be provided for by general law.
b. Counties and municipalities affected by the creation of infrastructure development districts will have the authority to approve creation of such districts. The general law providing for the creation of the districts will provide for the establishment of an administrative or governing body for the districts. Such administrative or governing bodies will be able to impose and collect fees and assessments within each district and to incur debt according to powers and limits set by statute.
c. The General Assembly has enacted a law to provide for the creation and regulation of infrastructure development districts. This law will become effective only if the constitutional amendment is ratified by the voters. This law is 2007 SB 200; Act No. 372, found at Ga. Laws 2007, p. 739.
d. Mike does not support this amendment as he feels it might lead to giving developers the right to “tax” or assess and this is taxation without representation.

· The Chamblee Annexation was mentioned by M. Jacobs.  He said that many more neighborhoods have voiced interest in being annexed by Chamblee.  A brief discussion was held to review what areas are included in Parcel I & Parcel II of the proposed annexation.  He said that following the election there is a plan to hold several forums to discuss these proposals

· Collette gave a brief update from the North Precinct that there is a new VIP program being developed in response to the increased crime in the area.  Details are forthcoming.  Also know that if you are calling 911 to report a problem, they are not going to give you immediate response if it is an event that has already happened as they don’t have the manpower to answer non-emergency calls in an immediate manner.

· Ron Sprinkle gave a brief update about the AACA Task Force.  There is a problem of member consistency that has occurred at the first two meetings.  It is important to keep the committee on track as there are only 3 more meetings planned.  If you are a member, please attend the Sunday afternoon at 4pm meetings.  They are held for 90 minutes (exactly) at the D’Youville Clubhouse.
· Jim Moses reminded members that there was a need for volunteers to serve on the Nomination committee. This committee will be formed at the November meeting and it will be their job to find persons willing to run for the 5 vacant positions on the BOD.  Adam Stine, Wendy Butler, Collette McDonald, James Moses and Kathy Glenn will be rotating off in January of 09.  The election will be held at the January 09 meeting.

James Moses adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm.

Minutes submitted by Rachel Hammer
