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I. Call to Order - Jim Moses called the regular meeting of the AACA to order at 7:01 p.m. on September 18, 2008 held at St Martins Episcopal School.
II. Quorum - The sign-in sheet determined a Quorum was present.
Board Members:   Jim Moses, Kathy Glenn, Collette McDonald, Wendy Butler, Dick Lyons, 
Paul  DeFriece, Adam Stine. 
Members present: 16 (70%)
III. Committee Reports
Sponsorship & Communication - Collette McDonald reporting 
· The new sign campaign continues to be productive.  The number of registered users on the web site has passed 210.  10 from last Sunday alone.
· Don’t forget to submit any news items to Collette for posting on the web site.  She may edit them for content. 

Finance Committee - No report, we still have $3,500.
Membership Committee - Paul DeFriece reporting
· Oglethorpe Estates has renewed their 2008 dues.

· We now have 24 Members
Planning & Development Committee -  Wendy Butler reporting 
· LeCraw development on N Peachtree near I-285 is going forward.  It is currently zoned ‘O&I’ which is not appropriate because the OCR category will soon be added to the I-285 Overlay.  LeCraw will come back to the AACA on October 8 to seek approval for the new zoning.  They have not changed their plans, only the zoning request.
· Ordinance amendments

· I-285 Overlay district will/should be amended by the BOC to include a mixed use category of OCR at the September 23 meeting.
· DeKalb is working to eliminate stream buffer variances on new construction.  Current buffers are: DeKalb=25’, State=50’   This would result in a single buffer of 50 feet.
· Dunwoody and the DHA have implemented a moratorium on zoning until December 1.

· Dunwoody Forest has won their appeal on the illegal subdivision of a lot and construction of a house.  DeKalb is hiring outside legal counsel to force the builder to remove the house.

Transportation Committee - Dick Lyon reporting
· Revive 285 is starting up again and has an open house meeting scheduled for Tuesday September 30 from 4-7pm.  There is no agenda.  They will display information and answer questions. 
Environmental Committee - No report
Guests:  DeKalb County Police Department
Major Calhoun, North Precinct Commander

· We are in what the DP designates territory 160, 170.

· Lock your cars and the doors to your houses.  Many of the recent thefts did not involve force.
· If you use a portable device, wipe off the suction circle on the windshield so thieves won’t be tempted to look for it in your glove box. 

· DP has seen surveillance video of perpetrators walking through neighborhoods at night pulling on garage doors to see if they will open.

· DP have had successful sting operations in the MC/Blackburn areas where a plain clothes officer put her purse in the trunk of a car and went to watch a game.  Car was unlocked and perp used trunk release to get purse.

· If a pattern exists, we will use plain clothes or other surveillance methods to check it out; however, violent crimes always take precedence over property.

· We have a “report card”.  If we pass an unlocked car, they lock it and leave a card saying “You Failed”.

· Be vigilant.  Pay attention if something or someone seems odd or out of place.  Call 911, do not try to intervene.  Write down license plate numbers, they can be very helpful.

· ICP officers Thompson and Kim are good for non-emergency confrontations.  They will come and ask strangers about their business.  

· DP did eliminate Club High Top.  (a loud YEA! From the crowd)

· Hard to find and train new officers but N precinct is “in good shape”

· 84th Academy completes tomorrow after 6 mo.  It is the 3rd of 4 for 2008.

· Hopefully, the N precinct will be at full staff in a few years

· The major admitted he had been on duty for 40+ hours and we urged him to go home and get some rest.

    Lt Cordolino
· Supervises 6 detectives in N precinct

· Every burglary or break-in is assigned to someone

· There is a crime analysis unit that provides officers with daily maps of criminal activity

· Phones are operated by a ‘screening officer’ who is usually a civilian.  They take phone reports.

· Is crime in N DeKalb getting worse?  Yes, but..    It could also be the result of more crimes being reported from Neighborhood Watch groups, etc.  They help a lot, if you don’t have one, get one active.
· Be careful with word choice.  Robbery and burglary are not the same to us.
· Security systems do work as a deterrent.  The more noise, the better.
· Lights with motion sensors also work to deter casual thieves.
Lt Tracy - Evening watch commander, 2pm-midnight

ICP, Interactive Community Policing - Officer Kim, Officer Thompson

· We address quality of life issues in the community

· Agree, car tags are an important piece of information

· Whenever there is a game at M-C, there is always an off-duty officer present

· Serial numbers are important.  If your property is recovered, DP needs you to have something to indicate it is yours.  If there is no serial number, mark it somehow so we can identify it.
· Officer Thompson spends most of his time in District 160.

· Call 911 or 311.  311 is for non-emergencies between 9-5pm

· In Sept, 9 reports of ‘entering autos’.  1 in M-C broke a window and a purse was stolen.  The other 8 cars were unlocked.

Officer Bryant - Code Enforcement

· Covers Dunwoody, Chamblee, Doraville

· Keep your property in good shape.  This will also discourage burglars.

· Cut the grass, pick up the refuse, be neat
· Yes, it’s usually the neighbors that complain

· Search “municode.com” for ordinances and codes.  Especially Ch. 18,26,27

· Any sign within 10’ of the right-of-way is illegal and subject to a fine.

Al Fowler - Community Liason(?)

· October 11, come out and meet the ICP at Perimeter Mall


IV. Approval of minutes from last meeting

Motion:
To approve Minutes from the June and August meetings.  

Motion passed.
Mike Jacobs agreed to come back to the October meeting since we were running out of time for him to speak.

V. Old Business

VI. New Business
1) Chamblee Annexation - Adam Stine, Huntley Hills NA
· Chamblee paid for a Carl Vinson Institute study of two parcels during or before the 2006 legislative session (as required by state law).  These are Parcel 1 & 2 as shown on the current map.
· Parcel 1 includes Huntley Hills and other areas generally North of Chamblee to I-285, bordered on the West by Chamblee-Dunwoody Rd
· Parcel 2 includes Harts Mill West to Ashford-Dunwoody and then down A-D to Peachtree Rd.  It came out of the idea of annexing all of Sexton Woods (about 1/2 to 2/3 is in Chamblee now).  
· Adam and Huntley Hills have spent considerable time surveying HH to determine 83% of those responding were in favor of being annexed by Chamblee, even if taxes went up. 
· The 2009 Legislature will prepare legislation to amend the Chamblee City Charter and allow expansion of the current boundary.  
· Legislators will listen to but are not restricted by the stated desires of the residents.  Parcel 1 will likely be included because HH has asked to be added and residents appear to support it.  Parcel 2 will most likely not be included since no resident survey exists to indicate interest.
· There is no requirement to accept both parcels from the current map.
· Once legislation is in place, residents of the parcel(s) will vote yes/ no for being annexed with a simple majority deciding. 
· Would Chamblee consider other areas?  Leslie Robson, Chamblee City Council, District 2 said - Chamblee is open to organized requests from other areas that would like to be considered for annexation into Chamblee.  [This is different from what we heard last year about areas other than Parcel 1.]
· Caveat from Adam: including other parcels in later legislation will require another CVI study of those areas or a really good lobbying job to the Chamblee City Council.
· If re-elected, Mike Jacobs volunteered to do some polling for other areas that might want to pursue annexation.

2) AACA Task Force
· 16  volunteers, plus board members

· Ron Sprinkle has volunteered to head up the group

· Jim Moses but mostly Ron will handle communication

Ron Sprinkle
· It is important to speak with one voice

· People have to agree on methodology

· The Task Force is charged with considering the following:

(i) Ways to increase membership

(ii) Ways to increase income

(iii) Ways to increase effectiveness

· Our community must be consistent

· Organized groups respond better to other organized groups

· No one else will look out for us

· There will be series of meetings.  Ron will organize but he will not vote.  No meeting will last more than 85 minutes.

· Members will propose solutions, they will vote on importance, then assign tasks/research and adjourn

· Ron will push for brevity.  No repetition!

· Ideally, proposals should be well thought out and researched when presented.

· Be prepared to compromise.

· Task Force will conclude with a list of suggestions to be considered by the Board.  The Board will discuss them and decide what to do.  
Motion:
To proceed with the Task Force as presented by Mr. Sprinkle


Motion passed.

Jim Moses adjourned the meeting at 8:59 pm.
Minutes submitted by:  Paul DeFriece
