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I. Call to Order - Jim Moses called the regular meeting of the AACA to order at 7:00 p.m. on August 21, 2008 held at Merrill Gardens.
II. Quorum - The sign-in sheet determined a Quorum was present.
Board Members: Kathy Glenn, Collette McDonald, Dick Lyons, Paul DeFriece, Adam Stine. 
Members: 14
III. Approval of minutes from last meeting

Minutes from the previous meeting had not been distributed.  Approval was deferred. 
IV. Committee Reports
Sponsorship & Communication committees.  
· Collette McDonald discussed the concept of hyper-local web sites that focus exclusively on a particular geographic area.  AACA’s site is actually one of these but we need to get more people able and willing to post news articles on the site.  She offered to stay late and give a lesson on how this should work.
· The new sign campaign has been productive.  The number of registered users on the web site has passed 200.
· National Night Out was a success.  Several groups besides the AACA participated and  DeKalb’s Finest showed up in good numbers.  Thanks to Robert Adamo of Pub 71, Hudson Grille and Mellow Mushroom for their contribution of food and drink.  There is hope that next year it will be scheduled later, hopefully in a month when it won’t be 90+ degrees.  
Finance Committee - No report
Transportation Committee - No report
Planning & Development Committee -  Rebecca Williams reported 
· Cox Auto Trader Campus at Lake Hearn/I-285/Perimeter Center Parkway has withdrawn its application.  Cox is trying to sell 5 of 8 newspapers and the AJC lost $17mil in 1st Qtr of 2008withdrawal.  Decided now might not be a good time to invest the money. 
· Barry R.E. project at Hammond Dr. & Perimeter Center Parkway.  This is one of 10-11 DRI’s planned for the PCID.  Members of the PC have participated in discussions.  DHA has approved plan.  I believe the traffic study shows 6,000 additional trips.  Study extended to Peachtree-Dunwoody and included some improvements but it did not extend to Ashford-Dunwoody.
· Coro Realty Advisors Project behind Georgetown Shopping Center.  This project is delayed.  
· I-285 Overlay Ordinance Amendment.  Amendment identified I-285 as ‘suitable’ for higher density, multi-use development but did not include correct zoning (OCR) option.  The only zoning close is O&I.   LeCraw development has agreed to additional review when this option is available.
· Efforts to protect AACA interest when development projects occur outside AACA boundaries.  PC is aware that outside development (specifically the PCID) will put more cars on our roads and is working to minimize this impact.
· Dunwoody Forest Code Enforcement Issues.  Paul Murphy reported that DF continues to seek its remedy in the courts.  A house has been completed on a subdivided lot that does not meet the community’s R100 designation despite a stop work order that should have prevented any construction.  DF has been undefeated so far but the County will not enforce the court decisions against it.  The house will have to be torn down and the 2 lots put back together.  He is hopeful the court decisions will encourage the new administration to get this travesty corrected.  See www.dunwoodyforestlegal.com
Membership Committee - No report, 22 members.

Environmental Committee (Leah Knowlton was absent but submitted the following)
· Keswick Park had a cleanup of the silt spill into the creek near the NorSouth project,
· Keswick Park had a leaking sewer line repaired near the same creek,
· Marist School has been monitored regarding its wetlands and floodplain,
· Had a meeting with several members of the National Wildlife Federation to form the Chamblee Community Wildlife Habitat Committee,
· Met with Cox Enterprises officials on land use at its Lake Hearn location
Guest Speaker: Larry Danese, Dekalb County Planning Commission

· Very impressed by response of the NorSouth developer (near Keswick).  They hand carried buckets of silt from the flooded wetlands back up to retention area.  Washed the area, carried more buckets and were generally very serious about remediation of the affected areas.  Larry felt this was wonderful, way beyond the normal response to such problems.

· The Coro project near Georgetown may be done.  DeKalb Co. will hand it over to the city of Dunwoody (in Sept?) and Dunwoody plans to implement a 90 day moratorium on requests when it begins operations on Dec 1.  Also noted that Kroger may have a problem with Coro because it wants to add gas pumps to its location in Georgetown Sq. 

· I-285 Overlay - Multi-Use zoning (OCR) oversight will be corrected on Sept 22

· Pointed out the LeCraw development on N Peachtree was allowed one additional story by the SLUP (special land use permit) it used initially.  Their plans call for 1000 apartment units and all other uses to be funneled in/out of a single exit, the former Chinese restaurant property.  He believes this may present problems for the Commission when considering the project for OCR zoning.

· Commented that Elaine Boyer originated the idea of referring all zoning requests (in their area) to the DHA for initial review.  He hopes the AACA can become a similar adjunct to the planning process in its area. 
· Residents of Dunwoody can no longer be on the Planning Commission or the Zoning Board of Appeals.  That means at least 2, possibly 3 vacancies will exist.  He commented that we should consider participation because of “text amendments”.  Text amendments are changes to the wording of County codes that are not publicly advertised.  Planning Commissioners do get notified of these changes.  Sometimes the changes can be significant for certain areas or projects and the AACA should be getting these changes.

· We all should watch more of Ch 23

· Water bills are going up in October.  Increase was approved for Nov but has been moved back.  It is ironic that when we use less water it lowers revenue which results in deficits because of the high fixed cost of water treatment and disposal.
Question: 
Are there any restrictions on conversion of existing billboards to electronic TV’s?  (ie. Bright, flashing lights, etc.)

Larry D:
No.  Existing billboards can be converted without review or authorization.  However, no one has tried to convert one that would impact a residential area, yet.  That could definitely be a problem.

Question:
Are posting signs illegal?  Even real estate ‘For Sale’ signs?

Larry D:
Yes.  All signs within 10 feet of the right of way are illegal, regardless.  Fulton Co has different rules but in DeKalb they are prohibited.  Having said that, policing illegal signage is pretty low on the code enforcement list.  Especially since enforcement was moved to the Police department.  I do know someone who removed an illegal campaign sign recently but was prosecuted successfully by the owner for theft.  Generally, if you put your signs up on Fri-Sun, it should not be a problem for the County.

V. New Business
· Task Force, Jim Moses Chair
The AACA is forming a task force to examine it’s organization, structure and even the area we represent. We want to be sure we are doing the right things while representing this area.  
MEETING: 3-6pm, Sept. 14 @D’Youville clubhouse
Everyone is invited to participate.  We expect Elaine Boyer (BOC, Dist 1) and Bob Lundsten of the Dunwoody Homeowners Association to also attend and share their insights on how things work.

VI. Old Business
Tabled Motion:  “in circumstances where an issue has direct and greater influence on an individual AACA neighborhood such as road widening or a zoning issue, then the AACA board of directors shall not take a position not in agreement with the impacted neighborhood’s position without a full vote of the entire AACA member neighborhoods.”

It was agreed to leave this motion tabled due to the upcoming Task Force meeting and its potential impact on the issue presented.


James Moses adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm.
Minutes submitted by:  Paul DeFriece
