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I. Call to Order - Paul DeFriece called the regular meeting of the AACA to order at 7:05 p.m. on June 19, 2008 held at Merrill Gardens.
II. Quorum - The sign-in sheet determined a Quorum was present.
Board Members: Kathy Glenn, Wendy Butler, Dick Lyons, Paul DeFriece, Adam Stine, Leah Knowlton and Rachel Hammer. 
III. Approval of minutes from last meeting

Minutes from the previous meeting were not available and not approved at this time. 
Rachel Hammer will replace Leah Knowlton as Board Secretary.  This will allow Leah to focus on environmental issues.
IV. Committee Reports
a) Sponsorship & Communication committees had no report because Collette McDonald is on vacation.  Paul DeFriece reminded everyone to please register and use the website.  The forums, etc. need to be utilized to prevent stagnation in the information listed on the website.

b) Finance Committee reported no change from last month in our finances
The Board approved $300 for signage to advertise AACA during times of high traffic, etc.  It is hoped to garner some name recognition for our organization and increase participation in meetings.

c) Membership Committee reports it is difficult to find new members to join because so many of the neighborhoods in our area have no formal organization.  There are approximately 50-60 neighborhoods of which we have less than 30 members.  Discussion to be continued.
d) Transportation Committee - Dick Lyon gave an update as this committee has no members. 
Dick Lyon and Ron Sprinkle volunteered to work on this committee.  
Discussion regarding new On/Off lights at the ramps for I-285.  To date this is not working well, we will keep monitoring them.

e) Planning & Development Committee -  Wendy B. reported that Coro which owns the Georgetown Shopping Center is planning to tear down the 1 story medical office building to the North (Old Springhouse Ln.) and construct apartments.  Deferral for now as this is outside our boundaries but we will continue to watch what happens.  
Georgetown Neighborhood Alliance has recently been created in that area and they are asking for a larger scale master plan redevelopment vs. the small piecemeal approach as Coro owns much of the property on both sides of 285.  Elaine Boyer is trying to place a moratorium on rezoning until the city of Dunwoody becomes a city.   
V. Old Business

f) COG’s are posted on the website.  They have been written and posted to instruct all committees on how/when to report back to and interact with the BOD.  Better communication is the desired outcome.
g) Planning and Development COG’s have been approved by the board and are pending review of the changes made at the BOD meeting, before posting to the website.  It is hoped that they will further clarify the process that the planning and development committee goes through with each issue they address.

VI. New Business

a) Dave Morgan mentioned that there is group not affiliated with the AACA which is meeting to discuss alternatives to the homes in the immediate vicinity of the new substation on Ashford Dunwoody.  The house on the corner of Dunwoody Lane and Ashford Dunwoody is not apparently habitable (Georgia Power originally promised that it was one of the homes that would be sold).  They are proposing that Georgia Power demolition the corner home.  Georgia Power appears to be honoring their promise for sidewalks, which should be constructed in August.
b) Paul Murphy updated the legal issues that continue to plague Dunwoody Forest.  He asked if any individual was so inclined to contribute to their mounting legal fees, please go to www.dunwoodyforestlegal.com and make a contribution.  
c) National Night Out - Robert Adamo of Pub 71 is hosting a neighborhood celebration of this night at his restaurant on August 5th. Perimeter mall is also having a meet your ICP officer event on July 12th.
d) Wendy Butler discussed Cox Enterprise’s zoning request.  Cox is requesting a height variance from 17 to 28 stories which will result in an overall 9.4% increase in density.  An additional issue is they feel they don’t have to comply with the current 75 ft (25’ State, +50’ County) stream buffer because they were “grandfathered” in and are meeting the 25 ft state buffer restriction.   Discussion followed and a review of the 1990 original site plan and the current site plan ensued.
e) Murphey Candler Homeowner’s Association - On behalf of MCHA, Clyde Buchanan and Doug Burgett presented the following motion:

MOTION:  “in circumstances where an issue has direct and greater influence on an individual AACA neighborhood such as road widening or a zoning issue, then the AACA board of directors shall not take a position not in agreement with the impacted neighborhood’s position without a full vote of the entire AACA member neighborhoods.”
SECOND: Ron Sprinkle

  A long discussion ensued regarding the practicality of requiring 100% member vote.  There was discussion that perhaps all members could be contacted by email and made aware of the issue, asked to get input from their neighborhood board and be prepared to vote on the issue at the next meeting.
  Another suggestion was that the onus be on the impacted neighborhood to come to AACA and make other members aware via email, newsletters, etc. of the issues and what their preference is regarding AACA support.  Communication is ultimately the key to being a stronger organization.  There are time constraints which on occasion don’t allow for a 2 meeting period of time for a decisions.  We also can’t make members come to meetings, read the website or feel involved.  
  Ron Sprinkle suggested that prior to the next meeting of the AACA, we ask all member representatives to give thought to ways to increase member participation on specific issues, especially those involving road widening and zoning.  The board of directors will also spend time before the next meeting discussion this issue.  

MOTION: Adam Stine, “to table the previous Motion pending further discussion.” 
SECOND: Clyde Buchanan 

VII. Guest Speaker:  Larry Danese, DeKalb Co. Planning Commission
Larry attended the entire meeting and due to the late hour, deferred.  He did share a few anecdotal thoughts about growing pains similar to those facing the AACA which he experienced when Silver Lake was being created. 

Paul DeFriece adjourned the meeting at 9:15 pm.
Minutes submitted by:  Rachel Hammer

