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Minutes of General Meeting

March 20, 2008

	To:
	Board of Directors


	

	From:
	Leah J. Knowlton, Secretary


	Date:
	March 27, 2008

	

	Re:
	Minutes of Meeting on March 20, 2008


The Ashford Alliance met at Merrill Gardens at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 20, 2008.  Board members in attendance were: James Moses, Adam Stine, Kathy Glenn, Rachael Hammer, Paul DeFriece, Wendy Butler, Collette McDonald, Dick Lyon and Leah Knowlton.  A voting quorum was present.
Call to Order.

James Moses, President, called the meeting to order.

Approval of Agenda.
The Agenda was approved.

Introduction of Guests:  James introduced the ICP Officers for Sector B, which includes all of the Ashford Alliance areas: Officers S. Mujahid, D.L. James, C. Poythress , and S. Kim. Non-emergency direct phone number is 404-706-4179, 311 is for information only, and they will transfer you to 911 if it’s an emergency. 
Approval of Minutes.
MOTION AND VOTE to approve the Minutes of the meeting on February 21, 2008.  
OLD BUSINESS
Committee Reports:


Treasury - -  Kathy Glen reminded everyone to pay their dues.


Transportation - - James Moses noted that Jeff Turnage was attending another meeting on behalf of AACA, but he had submitted a written report (a copy of which is attached hereto).  Dick attended many of the Revive 285 meetings and asked if the I-285 corridor will end up being significantly expanded.  Mike Jacobs said it will not happen without significant financial backing, and there will probably be counties that opt out, and legislative oversight of the process.  There is renewed interest in the outer perimeter, but Governor Perdue opposes it, so it will be an issue for a future governor.


Wendy Butler said that a Fulton County representative said I-285 will be eventually double-decked, and that transportation improvements like this will likely be privately funded.  According to her own research, I-285 will be widened, double-decked or tunneled.  Perimeter Center is the biggest business center in the Southeast, and business is leaving Atlanta and Georgia because of the transportation problems facing their employees trying to get to work.  Improvement to I-285 will be done by private/public initiatives, but the process is on hold until there is adequate staffing.  Several members noted that such proposals for I-285 are prohibitively expensive. 


Sponsorship:  Collette McDonald said that Coldwell Banker, where she and Kathy Glenn work, became a sponsor at the Executive Associate level.  Some new improvements to the website include separate pages for sponsors and a counter at the bottom to show how many people have visited the site.  There are 120 registered users.


Zoning and Development:  Wendy Butler reported that the LeCraw development on North Peachtree will be a Development of Regional Impact, and they are waiting for feedback from the Atlanta Regional Commission.  They are in the process of incorporating our comments to them.  LeCraw purchased the old Hanwori Restaurant property, so they are amending their application to include that property.  They will present revised plans at the next meeting and will meet with Huntley Hills.

Wendy explained that Defoors will withdraw their application at the upcoming meeting of the DeKalb Board of Commissioners.  The Oak Forest community supports denial of the application, rather than withdrawal.  The AACA Board supports withdrawal and not denial, because there are 6-story buildings across the street.  Hines will develop 3.5 million square feet on the south side of I-285.  Properties on the west and east sides were rezoned by court order, as a “taking” of property because traffic 25 yrs ago exceeded the safety requirements for single family homes.  We would like the ability to keep talking to the owner of the property, and the County will not support new driveways on Ashford Dunwoody Road because it is classified as a major thoroughfare that can accommodate 26,000 cars per day.  So if we want to support single family residential in that corridor we need to stay out of court and work with the property owners.  We don’t want to give the developer the ability to sue, and we won’t support a denial and let a developer move forward with an extremely strong case on a takings claim.  


Allen Cole stated that the neighborhood position should be supported by the AACA.  He noted that at the public meeting the planning commission said none of the criteria met any of the criteria in the regulations, so that’s why they denied it.

James Moses said that Wendy is making a recommendation to the Board to make a recommendation to the membership.  Wendy said there are other neighbors of the 9-acre option held by Defoors who want to keep an open dialog.  When they negotiated with Lincoln they wanted the corner house, but no one would give them ingress into Ashford Dunwoody.  Wendy said the market supported $1 mill per acre values.  The AACA are in no way in support of the application, and Wendy has been contacted by other people in that neighborhood who want to keep an open dialog with the developer.  If the developer filed suit then the Judge could say that the highest and best use of the property is the criteria.


Allen observed that this was just fear-mongering.  He has met with many of his neighbors and he assumes the AACA works like the Huntley Hills group. Commissioner Radar’s representative made the motion to deny and not withdraw, and it was a unanimous decision because there’s nothing in the application.

MOTION that the AACA opposes the development as proposed by its terms, with nothing said as to its means of withdrawal or denial. 

James said the question is whether the AACA accepts or rejects the recommendation of the Board on the withdrawal on the Defoors property application. MOTION and seconded.  

A substitute motion can be made for the AACA to oppose the application.   MOTION and seconded.  VOTE: 6 yes and 8 no.  Then original MOTION AMENDED to oppose the application but to support withdrawal.  VOTE:  10 yes and  1 no.
Membership and Ethics Committee.  Paul Defriece noted that we need to renew memberships, and there was no ethics report - -  we appear to be ethical at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

Representative Mike Jacobs provided an update on recent legislative activity, including the following:  The City of Dunwoody came up for a vote yesterday, and it was 106 in favor to 60 opposed.  He voted in favor, as long as it didn’t dip south of 285 he was in support.  SB-83 is the property transfer bill and he is opposed because it would affect the transfer of property.  The sponsors of Dunwoody would like to negotiate with a mediator regarding the transfer of property.  


A constitutional amendment passed House committee to give townships planning and zoning approval.  Mike will keep coming back on this issue.  The issue is the scale of representation in DeKalb county.  It will come up for vote on the floor again.  Both ACCGA and the Georgia Municipal Association are publicly funded, so publicly funded associations are shooting down townships.  Dunwoody City bill passed in the Senate as well, so it’s a done deal and there will be a referendum in July.  Jill Chambers went the other way.  He does not think there are negative physical impacts, because for every city created in north Fulton there has been a tax increase.  Mike said he has a strongly held position on local government and local control so he was predisposed to a local bill.  There is strong support in the community.


When there was something that he thought that was a true land grab, when Dunwoody wanted Perimeter Summit, he said no.  He floated the idea of the city of Brookhaven and he got a lot of pushback on that, and all the services discussed were planning, zoning and development.  The city of Brookhaven idea is not well liked.  Mike noted that anything on the ballot has to be approved by the Department of Justice because of the history of voting problems.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Approved this ____ day of  April, 2008.

_________________________

Leah J. Knowlton, Secretary
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