AACA Membership Meeting

Minutes 9/20/07

AACA General Meeting

Minutes, 9/20/07


Time:  7:00 PM

Location:  St Martins

1.  Call to Order – James Moses, President, AACA

2. Minutes from August meeting – approved 

3.  Committee Reports

· Zoning Committee – Wendy Butler

· Co-chair: Rebecca Williams
· Finalizing program, format and Project Packets for Developers with the expectation that all projects go thru AACA prior to review by the County
· Within a few weeks, AACA Membership will be notified of the next Committee Meeting – date, time, and location – and there is a constant need for volunteers.

· Finance Committee – Jeff Turnage

· Bank Balance is in excess of $2,000
· As with all committees, there is a push for volunteers from our membership and neighborhoods

· Transportation Committee – Jeff Turnage

· Reminder:  AACA participates in the Citizen’s Advisory Committee on ReviveI285.  There have been 2 meetings held to date with limited amount of actual progress.

· 1st meeting – general overview
· 2nd meeting – passed out an “Existing Conditions” Report and stressed the need for resident’s feedback thru the following website - www.revive285.com - sign up for the survey, review planned projects, sign up for the project mailing list, etc

· Public Information Open House – Tuesday, October 23 – Chamblee Civic Center, 4:00 – 7:00 PM
· Johnson-Ferry East Development has been moving forward with Traffic-calming devices and speed tables on Donaldson
· Communications Committee – Collette McDonald

· Announced, displayed & rolled out our new Logo – provided by Mike Spiers.
· Major push on the Sponsorship Program to encourage local business to enroll as Associate Members of AACA.  Program packets were passed out with the hopes of having each AACA Member Organization find, recruit and sign-up at least one business as any of the 3 levels. Please pass along your business targets to Collette to minimize duplicate recruitment.
· Expect an updated AACA website by yearend.
· Push for volunteers.

· Ethics / Membership Committee – Paul Defriece and Paul Murphy

· The 2 committees have been rolled into one, as they are so closely connected.  The existence of the Ethics Committee was primarily to support and confirm proper submission and approval of Member Organizations.
· Paul Defriece will head up the combined committees under Membership

· Environmental Committee – Leah Knowlton

· The committee has been working on ongoing projects with several Member Organizations.

· 1st Baptist Church – clear-cutting & stream impact due to their proposed parking deck – reviewing requirements with the Army Corps of Engineers and Georgia EPD as the project location directly impacts a tributary to Nancy Creek
· Turnberry Gate – Johnson-Ferry/Peachtree Industrial – reviewing problems with runoff.
· Marist School – reviewing permit requests, project plans and local impact from expansion on the North side of the creek.
· Derby Park – downstream from the Brookhaven development and there are considerable problems with runoff, at this time.
· Dunwoody Homeowner’s Association has requested assistance developing their own Environmental Committee and establishing policies

4.  Old Business:

· PDK Watch – Norma Herd – presented an update on continuing concerns with the airport.
· The Open Records lawsuit may have been won, allowing for more information to be provided to the community, but there have not been changes to the operations

· FAA and County officials will not recognize their own contract agreement to enforce a 66,000lb weight limit established in 1987.
· The Airport Advisory Board meeting had no neighborhood representatives as they continue to pursue a new Master Plan and Airport Contract.
· There are still over 200 operations or landings/take-offs per month that exceed the 66,000lb weight limit, which all Gulfstream 3, 4 or 5s and DC9s exceed.

· Next, the organization will be collecting up to $50,000 in order to file another lawsuit by yearend.

5.  New Business:

· Nominating Committee – needs to be created in preparation for the upcoming elections
· Four Directors will see their terms expire at yearend, and we need to promote the search for candidates and the overall election process.
· AACA Campaigning Policy
· The policy is that we will NOT allow campaigning to occur within our normal Membership Meetings.
· AACA is submitting the paperwork to be a Charitable/Tax-free organization under IRS Code 501(c)4 definition.  As such, we are not permitted to become involved in political campaigns or endorsements.
· One of the concerns discussed was the advantages received by Iincumbent Politicians, who have ongoing access to AACA and it’s Board.  Incumbent Politicians are regularly invited to present current business that impact our area and organizations, but must not use AACA for campaigning or political purposes.  The stress is on the President and BODs themselves to keep politicians to the issues/topics of the day and not campaign fodder.
· Questions and discussion followed – should there be time-limits or restrictions prior to elections where NO elected official is invited to present at AACA Meetings?,  and there was a request for more clarity on how the Board of Directors and Members will manage this potential problem.
· One related possibility has been discussed from the time we reviewed our Charitable classification AND the required Political limits:  Should the AACA help coordinate Candidate Forums, where ALL candidates be invited to present their positions, review their qualifications and promote better understanding and education to our residents?  That was left to be determined.

· Marist School Development – in line with the Environmental Committee’s presentation above, the West Nancy Creek Civic Association and impacted residents are aware of Marist’s desire to develop on the North side of Nancy Creek.  Steve Peters presented an overview of what’s been done and seen to date, and requested that AACA provide Committee support on Zoning, Transportation and Environmental issues.

· Marist purchased the property in March 2007 and they developed a Master Plan that’s under final review by their Board of Directors.

· A preliminary overview has been distributed, which shows considerable impact to 3 committee areas – Zoning, Transportation and Environmental.

· WNCCA wants to inform AACA of the project, ask for help in ensuring proper applications/plans with the expertise and resources of the 3 committees, and allow for possible support in the future, if needed.

· Brookhaven Development – Jeff Fuqua, President of Development – presented the current status of the project, with estimated completion by Summer 2009.  Their plans allow for 3 Main Streets, and emphasize “local” or Intown appeal for their Retail and Restaurant spaces.  There will not be any National tenants – like Home Depot.  He addressed numerous questions, including:
· Site Contact:  Heather Duffy (listed on AACA website)
· Approximately 6 more months of Site Work, preparing the land
· Construction schedule will be published and distributed by AACA
· They are contemplating applying for Community Improvement District (CID) status.
· Hermance Dr will continue to be a 2-way street
· Sembler will be developing a website and re-naming the overall project.

· Andrea Campbell – SunTrust, Perimeter Branch – provided a brief introduction.

Guest Speaker 

Burrell Ellis – DeKalb County Commissioner and Presiding President of the Board of Commissioners.  Mr. Ellis reviewed his background and general views of the County government, especially as it related to ongoing issues of Cityhood, funding of local projects, and Grady Hospital.  His website:  www.burrellellis.com 

Move to adjourn 9:00 pm - Next Member’s Meeting – Thursday, October 18, 2007
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