AACA General Meeting, 6/21/07

Minutes


Time:  7:00 PM

Location:  Merrill Gardens

1.  Call to Order – James Moses, President, AACA

· Guests in attendance at meeting

· Stephanie Fiber-Jenkins, Merrill Gardens
· India Shahid, DeKalb County Arborist
· Ted Rhinehart, DeKalb County, Director-Public Works
· Stan Watson, State Representative
· Kathy Register / Carol Mumford, Congressman Hank Johnson’s Office
· Mike Jacobs, State Representative

2.  General Request for input on our group’s marketing promotion.  James requests any and all feedback in order to help promote AACA – Logos, Slogans, Letterhead, Website 

4.  Minutes from May meeting reviewed – updates approved; 


5.  Committee Reports

· Finance Committee – Jeff Turnage

· Member Dues - approx ½ of certified members have sent in $50.00 dues for calendar year 2007
· Sponsorship Subcommittee – Collette McDonald is spearheading the evaluation of this type of organization contribution:  Do we want outside businesses to provide contributions?  From whom?  What kind?  How much?  Any and all feedback is greatly appreciated.
· Corporate Insurance – still soliciting quotes – current quotes are too high or strangely low.  General discussion held on why we need it:  Ultimately, AACA Board of Directors and Members need financial protection in case of personal attack or legal defense.  As we continue to grow, our views MAY become more controversial with powerful opponents.  AACA will present the views of the Members, but our group’s leaders or Members delivering our message are open to legal action.

· Transportation Committee:  Jeff Turnage

· Dues need to be paid by certified members
· Received contributions from the following non-certified members – Sidestreet, Grange Sprinkler Design (?), Oxford Square Garden Club
· Received 1 quote for DNO insurance lower than expected; need 3 quotes; will bring recommendation to board 

· Transportation Committee  - Jeff Turnage

· AACA has been invited to join the Citizen’s Advisory Committee along with the group, Revive 285, & GA Department of Transportation.  Our involvement could go a long way to help impact the decisions of Local & State government on the modifications to I-285.  This Committee has expressed the desire to “look at all options” and work with the community.  We would benefit from closer interaction with the decision-makers.

· Kathy Hilyer/Hayslett Group – this consultant group is working with GDOT and Arcadis to promote feedback on the I285 studies.  Written surveys have been distributed, and Kathy is trying to maximize the number of completed surveys, review the results and present them to GDOT.  If anyone is missing the survey or would like to provide feedback, please contact Kathy at 770-522-8855 or khilyer@hayslettgroup.com or go to the Revive285 website – www.revive285.com - and the Public Involvement link
· Johnson-Ferry Road changes – Sidewalk surveyors are underway and marking rights-of-way, construction boundaries and utilities in order to put in sidewalks on both sides of J-F, South of West Nancy Creek’s bridge.
· GA Power Substation – construction is underway and GP has agreed to put in sidewalks on the West side of Ashford-Dunwoody Rd from Perimeter Summit Parkway back to the Dunwoody Lane intersection.


· Zoning Committee – Paul Murphey presenting for Wendy Butler

· Dunwoody Forest – thanks for the overall AACA Member support as we have won an appeal to STOP developers from blatantly ignoring Zoning Law requirements (described in April & May’s AACA meeting)

· Stop work orders have been issued
· Process is still open as the developer has the right to appeal this latest decision

· Active search and request for someone to take on the Zoning Chairperson responsibility

· Communications Committee – Collette McDonald

· Promote the AACA website – www.ashfordalliance.org 
· Please review and verify content – member list, announcements, etc.


6.  Old Business / Updates:

· GA Power Substation Opposition – Jeff Turnage - A formal complaint has been filed with the Public Service Commission (PSC) requesting that they assume jurisdiction over the site selection process for all GA Power Substations. 

· State’s Attorney General provided a “view”, not an opinion, that PSC COULD carry jurisdiction
· PSC provided no comment on the complaint and took no action to acknowledge or discuss the community’s concerns
· This complaint is critical as GA Power goes into residential areas to build Substations.  Forsyth County and Morningside are current projects underway, while there are as many as fourteen (14) more slated inside of I-285 and three (3) possible within the AACA boundaries.
· Next action will be requesting a Fulton County Judge to rule that PSC take jurisdiction

7.  New Business

Introduction to Merrill Gardens (our host) – Stephanie Fiber-Jenkins

· Overall presentation on the set-up and services provided at Merrill Gardens.  It is an independent retirement community, where additional services may be provided.

DeKalb County Arborist – India Shahid

· Presentation covered critical points on the DeKalb Tree Ordinance and how it relates to the common developer concerns, homeowner requirements and County goals
· “Specimen” trees are greater that 30” in diameter and over 15 year lifespan.  Certifications are required to remove sickly trees
· There is no, regular interaction with Parks & Recreation
·  GA Power receives annual permits allowing tree removal in each County
· Tree surveys from the arborists are required for each tree over 8” with explanations or justifications
· The County can fine, cite, require reforestation or file lawsuits against violators.

Public Works – Ted Rhinehart

· Presentation covered overall set-up and responsibility of the four (4) PW Divisions – Sanitation, Roads & Drainage, Transportation and Fleet Maintenance
· Road resurfacing is review with an ongoing rating system that prioritizes problem roads
· Concerns were voiced about Johnson-Ferry road resurfacing, responsiveness from County staff and the overall feedback to the community
· Concerns about water theft by developers or contractors was discussed, as all projects requiring water usage at a job site must register and obtain a Hydro Meter and usage certification.

Legislative Update – Stan Watson, State Representative

· Overall presentation looked at the past legislative cycle, the State budget and major legislation passed or defeated
· Highlighted Peachcare, Predatory lending, Classroom size increase to 32 students, HOPE, Indigent Defense, Budget scuffle and the number of vetos by the Governor – 41 last cycle
· Budget areas included the overall increase to $20Billion, $140M cut in Education, $19M for “Go Fish” program and the health of the State’s bond rating - AAA
· Extensive list of  individual legislative pieces were reviewed, and Mike Jacobs joined in at various points to stress priorities. 
· DeKalb County government discussed and the current system looks to be intact for the foreseeable future.  Stan proposed an expansion of the Board of Commission to 9 members, where there are 8 districts with Commissioners that are community-based and the 9th member would be the BOC Chairperson.
· He believes that legislation should be reviewed within government, first, and then taken to the community for vetting.
· Stan will run for DeKalb County CEO in the next election

Kathy Register from Congressman Hank Johnson’s Office

· Update provided on the Congressman’s offices and activities, and the desire to open better and broader communications with the community.
· Offices – North / 3469 Lawrenceville Highway and South/5700 Hillandale
· Please take time to review the website:  hankjohnson.house.gov
· CON Johnson will be returning to the district during August’ recess

General Update - Mike Jacobs

· Reviewed his personal process and reasons for switching political parties within the past month, as he recently announced his joining of the Republican Party
· His struggles within the Democrat Party, and more importantly, within the DeKalb Democrat Caucus, were principle factors.
· His promise to continue to work on the issues and legislation from the constituents that elected him
· He acknowledged that one party or the other, he will be judged on Election Day based upon his performance.


Move to adjourn 9:05 pm

Next Member’s Meeting – Thursday, July 19, 2007
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