Minutes of AACA General Meeting, 4/19/07

Time:  7:00 PM

Location:  Merrill Gardens

1.  Call to Order – James Moses, President, AACA

· Urgent News/Announcement – City of Dunwoody did not pass majority vote

· Bill was defeated, then reconsidered and then tabled
· Friday, 4/20/07, Legislative Deadline and this bill will require a majority vote in order to pass
· See comments below under Mike Jacobs’ Legislative Update

2.  March Membership Meeting Minutes approved

3.  General call for committee members – AACA needs all Member Organizations to identify and promote the various committee volunteer’s from their own organization to combine forces and help divide efforts and meeting participation requirements for the larger, umbrella group.  Any and all residents within our boundaries are encouraged to help fill our committees.  www.ashfordalliance.org identifies the Committees – all Committees need volunteers

4.  Committee Reports

· Finance – Jeff Turnage/Treasurer

· By-laws support the use of dues, and Jeff needs more Committee Members to join his group
· AACA financial needs focused on: Copy Costs, Website Upgrades and Liability Insurance Coverage to cover the Board Members from personal financial impact and the overall AACA.
· Discussion & Vote Approved:  $50.00 per Member Organization to cover dues thru the remainder of 2007. 
· Future discussions will center on the promotion, targets and use of Sponsorships from local businesses and institutions (like Georgia Power, who has already officially declined)

· Zoning – Wendy Butler/Chair

· Committee Meeting this Saturday, 4/21/07, 1:00 pm at Wendy’s house – 1359 Brawley Circle
· Discussion & Vote Approved:  AACA SUPPORT for Dunwoody Forest Homeowner Association’s Appeal to the Board of Zoning.  DeKalb County’s Department Head for Planning & Development approved, without Zoning Board review, the Rezoning of lots within Dunwoody Forest – Colt & Remington.  AACA is not a party to this APPEAL, but feel it is critical to show support for a Member-organization battling an obvious violation of Subdivision’s Ordinance.
· Overall goal will create Zoning Committee function that reviews ALL Developer Projects prior to submission to the DeKalb’s Zoning Board.  Current DeKalb County Zoning rules require this type of community interaction.  Wendy & the Committee are working on solidifying a process for AACA.

· Transportation – Jeff Turnage/Chair

· REVIVE – 285 Community Meeting, Tuesday, 5/1/07, 4 – 7:00 pm at the Chamblee Civic Center
· Concerns raised about the continued push for private funding of this project, the need to maximum responses to the survey distributed by REVIVE – 285, and the seemingly lack of alternatives – like an Outer Loop.

· Membership – Paul Murphy/Chair

· Identified Committee Members – Becky Flagler & Jeff Turnage
· Overall Call for Member Organizations to:  1) review the AACA website Form’s Section and Officially Certify their group, and 2) work to identify any un-represented, neighborhood areas within our boundaries to organize, certify and participate.

5.  Guest Speakers

Tony Peters / Perimeter Community Improvement District (PCID)

· Reviewed the overall plans/projects within the PCID into two main areas – Ongoing & Completed – two handouts, a map and project descriptions were distributed
· Ongoing Projects include:  Flyover Bridge – estimated completion Nov 1; Livable Centers – Buffers, sidewalks, lighting, improvements along Perimeter Center Parkway;  Perimeter Center Intersections – general improvements;  Perimeter Center West – improvements; Traffic Management – 70 intersections upgraded with Advanced Transportation Management Systems that will fiber-link red lights, allow for video detection of waiting vehicles and provide for a centralized traffic monitoring center
· Completed Projects include:  Median Maintenance; Traffic Officer Program – in partnership with the DeKalb North Precinct station
· Q&A:  1 - Concerns were raised about the inclusion of the Rapid Bus Transit plan on I-285, which would imply some of the recommendations or agenda of the REVIVE – 285 is already having impact:  Tony will respond back to Collette;  2 - Does PCID plan on sidewalk improvements by St Joseph Hospital on the Fulton side:  Tony will respond back to Collette;  3 - Underground utility work has been performed along Perimeter Summit Parkway:  Tony will identify what occurred back to Collette

Al Fowler / DeKalb Police – North Precinct Community Education Specialist

· Reviewed the overall need for community involvement with the actions of the North Precinct & introduced Maj Gilstrap, Capt Harbough and Capt Fore
· Pushed for establishing or re-invigorating Neighborhood Watch organizations throughout our entire AACA:  Suggests small neighbor groups - your house, both neighbors to the side, both neighbors across the street and behind.  Have their names, addresses and phone numbers by your phone for ready reference in case of emergency.  Also, identify a Block Captain or Neighborhood Watch Coordinator that can remain in contact with the North Precinct, receive weekly updates and share information back & forth with the community.  
· Contact Info:  Al Fowler/404-294-2858 – alfowler@co.dekalb.ga.us
· Maj Gilstrap helped clarify the best ways to help our local officers – pay attention to suspicious vehicles or persons, don’t hesitate to call the precinct, don’t leave valuables in autos or doors unlocked, keep the serial numbers for laptop or traceable valuables
· They are one component in the Law Enforcement / Justice System, and we can support each other better with solid communications
· Q&A:  1 – Speeding Problems – call North Precinct and review good areas for speed traps;  2 – Help promote more resources for our Precinct – radar / laser / more officers;  3 – Complete the interative Community Policing Survey – allows for residents to prioritize five (5) items that will help the Policing within our geographic area.  Return to Jeff Turnage, who will submit to Al Fowler

Mike Jacobs / Legislative Summary

· Mike’s moving into AACA – closing on a house by May.
· City of Dunwoody – as stated above, vote did not pass on the floor, was tabled and should be brought back up and, probably, approved during tomorrow’s session.  Key components:  City boundary will not take PCID South of I-285, and the referendum vote by the potential City of Dunwoody residents will, probably, not be scheduled until 2008.
· Related DeKalb legislation – Austin Scott/Chairman of Government Affairs opposed the final draft, but could agree to compromise revisions.  Township legislation is gaining attention, but should not pass this year as the Governor’s Office has requested more review.  There is NO clear plan to modify the form of DeKalb County government – even with a lot of verbal agreement, there are not enough votes.
· Mike pushed for and got the vote approval for legislation that prevents DeKalb’s Administration to float non-Revenue Bonds to support County Projects.  Basically, House Bill 181 requires all Bond Requests from the DeKalb Public Safety & Judicial Authority to pass a County-wide approval by the voters.  This was NOT a requirement in the past, and allowed for hidden Bond Activity.

6.  Old Business

· Request that Member Organizations review, sign and turn in the Code of Ethics statements and Certifications of Member Representatives

· Johnson Ferry East Update – will be submitted with Collette’s weekly announcements

· Update School Redistricting Plan – will be submitted with Collette’s weekly announcements

7.  New Business

· Oak Forest Rezoning Application – pulled by the developer after the community meeting, and, we hope, because of the staunch opposition that was expressed. 

· Friends of MC Park – Steve Peters

· Saturday, 4/21/07 – 9 am – 2 pm Earth Day Trail and Park Cleanup
· Sewage Spills – at least three spills have been reported and addressed by the County’s Watershed Management Division.  The last spill occurred in late March and all have been blamed on roots and grease.  The County plans to review if repairs or replacement of the drain lines are required.  No clear plan is in place at this time.

· PDK Meeting from April 9, 2007 – will be submitted with Collette’s weekly announcements

Move to adjourn 9:10 pm
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