Minutes of AACA General Meeting, 2/15/07

President Jim Moses called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM.

Jim introduced the Board of Directors.

Jeff Turnage welcomed guests:  Tim Preece and Maureen Gresham with Arcadis (Revive 285), Ted Turner (Perimeter CID), and XXXX (Congressman T. Price’s office).

The minutes from the 1/18/07 AACA annual meetings were approved.

Jeff Turnage spoke for Kathy Glenn concerning the development at Johnson Ferry East.  The Dekalb Housing Authority is selling about half of the property and redeveloping all of it.  The Johnson Ferry East Community Working Group is coordinating the surrounding neighborhoods to work with DHA and the developer(s).
State Representative Mike Jacobs spoke about his meeting with the AACA for Monday, February 18 at the Oglethorpe University Student Center at 7 PM on “How does the AACA move forward with the City of Dunwoody as a political reality, a conversation between Rep. Jacobs and the AACA.”  J. Max Davis distributed flyers with information for the meeting.

Adam Stine presented the updated Bylaws, listing major changes since last August.  The Bylaws were unanimously approved as presented.

There were three elementary school presentations.  

· Alice Nolan, PTA President of Nancy Creek Elementary School, presented reasoning for keeping NCES.  Karen Jones, a Nancy Creek Parent, presented reasons why the Dekalb County Schools demographic study is flawed.

· Tom Whatley presented for Montgomery Elementary School.  He stated that MES is growing in enrollment, and the DCS numbers show that, with the Nancy Creek students, MES enrollment would be over capacity.

· Josephine Richardson presented for Huntley Hills Elementary School and its local Montessori program.  She explained how Montessori works, with a teacher and a para-professional in a mixed age class.  She also told us about the mysterious shrinking cost savings – Montessori consolidation was supposed to provide 1.2 million dollars savings.  That number was based on faulty math – the real number is closer to three hundred thousand dollars, and factoring in transportation costs cuts that in half again.
Jim requested what the school representatives want the AACA to do.  Collette McDonald proposed a sub-committee for all three schools to come up with action for the AACA.  Paul DeFriece volunteered to be the Board representative for the sub-committee.

Sandy Murray spoke for Joanne Russler about Chamblee Charter High School.  The roof leaks, and the ventilation system is closed, so there is a horrible mold problem.  Sandy reported that Superintendent Lewis promised emergency funds for repairs in November, then reneged in December.  There is now talk of a “new” CCHS, at a meeting at the same time as this AACA meeting.
Tim Preece and Maureen Gresham of Arcadis, the prime consultant for the Revive285 project, explained what is going on.  The project area for Revive285 is the top end of the perimeter, including up to 1,000 feet on either side.  In that area, the are studying mobility, environmental impact, accessibility, and more.  They are looking at all previous study findings.  They plan to be deliberate and open in their proceedings.  The current plan, just finishing planning as Revive285 was starting, includes HOV lanes (1 each way) and Bus Rapid Transit lanes (segregated by walls).  That is the starting point, but that study is being examined, too.  They said that the public (US!) will be involved in the planning stages, with a 2009 target for a decision.  There will be another set of meetings in April or May to present early concepts with rough sketches.  They agreed that they and DOT did not communicate well at the earlier public meetings (the first round) that no plans existed yet, and that they were mainly soliciting community input.  

There were many questions; here are the answers and some comments:

· Truck HOV lanes must be considered per the State Transportation Board, but they are not a given.

· The Northern Arc is not in the picture.

· Many neighbors expressed a desire for public transit and pedestrian access in and across the 285 corridor.

· Much of the 1000 feet on either side being studied is mostly for the environmental impact study and other impact studies (congestion, hydrology, etc.).

· New lanes could come from widening, elevating, or burying.

· The goals of the Revive285 project are not settled.  They could include improving mobility, safety, environment, and more.

The final speaker was Ted Turner (not THAT Ted Turner) of the Perimeter Community Improvement District (PCID).  The PCID is a self taxing district to help provide sidewalks, streetscapes, crosswalks, intersection improvements, traffic officers at rush hour, and they are looking into new traffic signals with optical traffic detectors.  They recently had Ashford-Dunwoody repaved.  The sidewalks are about ½ done, with almost all of them so far outside of 285.  A CID does or pays for the initial concept, environmental studies, etc., and then gets the county or city to do most of the work.  Ted said that Arcadis and DOT are genuine in wanting our input for Revive285.

There was a motion to adjourn which was seconded and passed unanimously.

