PEDESTRIAN SAFETY COMMUNITY WORK GROUP (PSCWG)

03/05/08 MEETING MINUTES

Convene

Welcome & Introductions

Attendees included representatives for the following groups:  

Cowart Family YMCA

Marist School

Concorde Fire Soccer Club

Montgomery Elementary School

DKPD North Precinct

DKPD Interactive Community Policing

DeKalb County Housing Authority

MARTA

West Nancy Creek Civic Association Neighborhoods

Harts Mill Neighborhoods

Ashford Alliance Community Association

Invited, but not attending:

St. Martin’s School (unavailable / on Spring Break)


PCID (conflict / called in advice)
Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this Work Group is (1) to identify deficiencies in pedestrian safety along the community’s primary corridors, including Ashford Dunwoody Road, Johnson Ferry Road, Harts Mill Road, and others; (2) to investigate remedies for these deficiencies; and (3) to select and recommend implementation of solutions.

Desired Outcome(s)

Improve pedestrian safety for the 5,000+ students and children, handicapped, elder and other pedestrian populations … whether residents of or visitors to our community.

Discussion

DKPD ICP reported having employed a number of tactics, including placing the Smart Board at the fatality incident site, deploying the TAC unit, and more closely monitoring specific crossings for motorist and pedestrian infractions.

A number of pedestrian safety issues and specific locations were discussed.  Detailed input was received from each group represented.

Potential Ways to Achieve Desired Outcome(s)

Possibilities for improving pedestrian safety included the following suggestions:


Standardize (color, placement, style) signage


“Announce” the corridors at community entry points as being residential


Educate pedestrians


Educate motorists


Increase enforcement


Light the crosswalks (reposition either crossings or street lights)


Upgrade and / or reposition MARTA bus stops


Install pedestrian-activated signal devices at unsignalized crossings (HAWK)


Paint crosswalks with more highly reflective material


Imbed reflectors or LED lights in the roadway at crosswalks


Repair or upgrade existing signage


Make crossing format consistent


Improve sidewalk surfaces where deteriorating


Install in-road warning devices (rumble strips or contrasting pavement)


Install raised crosswalks


Illuminate signage (blinking, flashing or strobe)


Build pedestrian bridges (over the street)


Add traffic control devices to unsignalized intersections


Extend sidewalks (Harts Mill)


Construct pedestrian crossings (Harts Mill)

Restrict truck traffic


Control speeding with speed detection devices


Coordinate an effort to procure and post “SLOW DOWN” signs


Paint “PED XING” warnings on roadbed before actual crossing


Eliminate double purpose / congested signage


Use center-of-the-road signage where possible / permissable


Include “Georgia Law Requires …” signage at crossings


Put the crossing guard back on the Montgomery crossing


Implement camera-assisted speed enforcement devices

(Note to attendees:  Several of these suggestions have been communicated to the Work Group since the meeting was held, so some may be new to you.  Please advise if you have additional potential solutions.)

Next Steps

1) All pay closer and careful attention to crossings and report deficiencies to the PSCWG.

2) All relay newly discovered suggestions for improvement to the PSCWG.

3) PSCWG to submit proposal to DKPD asking for a safety assessment.

4) DKPD to request Traffic Engineering perform study referred to in item 3.

5) DKPD to continue monitoring and enforcement activities.

6) PSCWG to follow up with MARTA on bus stop location and accessibility projects. 

7) PSCWG to meet with Commissioners to present recommendations.

