Ashford Alliance Community Association

Subcommittee on DeKalb County School System Re-districting Proposal

Subcommittee Mission:  

Our mission is to protect our top-quality neighborhood public schools from the undesirable consequences of the Re-districting Proposal being considered by DeKalb County School System (DCSS).  Consequences include the loss of an excellent neighborhood elementary school, immediate elementary school overcrowding, elimination of a School Choice Option in our Region, and worsening traffic conditions on Ashford-Dunwoody Road.  We believe these consequences will result in a negative impact on our students and property values.
Background:

In December 2006, Dr. Crawford Lewis (DCSS Superintendent) unveiled his proposal to re-district the school system as a cost saving measure.  In our community, the proposal calls for Nancy Creek Theme Elementary School to be closed in Spring 2008 and re-opened in Fall 2008 as Kittredge Magnet School.  Nancy Creek students would then be divided between Montgomery Elementary (183 students) and Huntley Hills (100 students).  In 2009 -2010, Huntley Hills’ premier Montessori program will be consolidated into the program at Briar Vista Elementary for the purpose of making one central, system-wide Montessori school.

 Top Concerns:

Flawed Premise of Proposal – The school communities have found numerous inaccuracies in the basic reasoning behind the Re-districting Proposal as it relates to our community. 
Demographic Study Under-represents Growth – DCSS’s supporting demographic study that projected flat or declining future enrollments of area schools failed to seek input from community governments and associations for building and demographic trends specific to the attendance zones of these three schools.  Instead it relied on outdated and/or generalized county-wide assumptions acquired from referenced sources such as:  Realtor.com, Yahoo Real Estate, Homegain.com and U.S. Census 2000.  We believe this area is experiencing rapid growth and re-development that could not be captured by a demographic study of such a limited scope as that commissioned by DCSS.
Cost Effective Measures Not Proven – 
1) Cost Savings:  Specific cost savings documentation attributed to the consolidation of the three elementary schools has been repeatedly requested by each PTA.   Huntley Hills’ PTA did receive the DCSS savings calculations for their school which identified over $1.2 million in savings.  However, after consideration of parent comments, the County reduced this cost savings estimate to approximately $300,000.  Huntley Hills’ savings estimate could fall even lower if transportation expenses were considered.  Montgomery and Nancy Creek still await satisfactory cost savings disclosure from DCSS.

 2)  Additional State Funding:  The County wants to consolidate the population of the three schools to boost attendance of the two remaining schools above 400 students, thereby qualifying the County for additional State funding under the Quality Basic Education Act.  However, the formula used to reward “high volume” schools, which dates from the 1980’s, is currently under review by the governor’s education funding task force, and the component of the formula that is affected by enrollment volume is expected to be removed in the next State Legislative session.  
Top Concerns continued:

Immediate Overcrowding – Montgomery Elementary would open the 2008-09 school year exceeding “instructional capacity” with 556 students and Huntley Hills would open the same school year at “instructional capacity” with 430 students according to this proposal.  These numbers only reflect the current population of the school, without regard to any growth.  Traffic considerations on Ashford-Dunwoody Road have yet to be addressed by the DCSS’s proposal.

Loss of a School Choice Option in Our Attendance Area –  Relocating Huntley Hills’ premier Montessori program to Briar Vista will diminish the widespread local community support it has gained.  With the ideal Montessori program starting with Pre-K aged students, local interest will likely wane with parents unwilling to bus 4- and 5-year-olds up to an hour each way to take advantage of this successful School Choice Option currently offered in our area.  So, not only is the Montessori Choice Option being eliminated from our Region, if Nancy Creek is closed with the consequential overcrowding at Montgomery and Huntley Hills, no facility will be available to house another School Choice Option, should one be recommended by the Region 1 School Choice Option Design Team.
Consolidation vs. Re-drawing Attendance Areas – Our three affected elementary schools have been labeled “underutilized”, while some elementary schools in the Dunwoody cluster are experiencing record overcrowding.  If the community’s growth is projected as “leveling” by the DCSS’s demographer, why not relieve our adjacent elementary schools by re-drawing the attendance zones to evenly balance our existing community schools?   
Kittredge Magnet School in a Neighborhood? – Why move a magnet school with a County-wide student population to a facility imbedded in a neighborhood and without immediate access from a main road?  The DCSS has yet to address the traffic impact of 400-plus, bussed-in Kittredge students, and their associated teachers and staff.  Why not consider the vacant old Chamblee Middle School? 
Action Items for AACA:

· Approve a position statement opposing the Re-districting Proposal to be publicized in the local media and presented to the Superintendent, the Board of Education and State leadership.
· Promote a membership letter writing campaign opposing the Proposal.  Letters should be directed to the Superintendent, the Board of Education and State leadership.
 FINAL DRAFT 2/20





DRAFT









