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I will be unable to attend Thursday night's AACA meeting during the first hour, so will not be able to give a Transportation Committee report.  If you want to read it to the attendees, the following is what I would say if I were there:
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
1)  Revive 285 Citizens Advisory Committee - the project team has reviewed all of the input provided by the CAC and has drafted a revised Strategy Screening Report. The revised report is currently under review and will be provided to the CAC upon final approval.  The next meeting of the CAC will be once the project team is underway with the technical and environmental analysis associated with the next phase of the project, and have concepts developed for discussion.  All publicly available documents can be viewed at www.revive285.com.  You can also provide direct input to the project team at that web site.

2)  Members of the AACA Transportation Committee are participating in the Pedestrian Safety Community Work Group which was formed earlier this month.  Minutes of our first meeting are posted to the AACA web site under Transportation Committee Documents.  The PCID, OLA, and St. Martin's Episcopal School have all joined the Y, Marist, Concorde Fire Soccer, Montgomery, the DeKalb Housing Authority, MARTA, and the North Precinct in this Work Group since our initial meeting.  
You are all encouraged to send your suggestions for improving the safety of our pedestrian populations (including joggers, walkers, soccer players, park visitors, transit riders, and kids who walk to school among others) to Jeff Turnage at jojetu@mindspring.com.  See the meeting minutes for suggestions the Work Group has already made.  We are compiling ALL suggested improvements into a document which will be presented to our Commissioners later this month.  All of your ideas are welcomed.

The Work Group has contacted the Traffic Engineering people at DeKalb County and requested that a complete pedestrian safety evaluation be made.  They have agreed to do so.  They have also agreed to review any suggestions we make regarding signage, lighting, sidewalks, crossings, and other means of improving pedestrian safety.

The North Precinct has implemented a monitoring and enforcement program along our major corridor streets.

MARTA has provided us an opportunity to recommend bus route and stop changes that will improve the safety of their riders, as well as for residents of our community.
(Note:  Jeff is at a MARTA public hearing tonight, which is why I am giving this report to you instead of him.)

3)  As always ... if any of you have specific transportation-related issues you want the AACA to become involved in, please don't hesitate to bring them to our attention.


Quesitons?
Comments?


Are I-285 revisions still possible? 

No.  As I stated in my original e-mail, the revised Strategy Screening Report is currently under review.  None of us on the CAC know what suggestions for changes have been or will be accepted at this time.  As you know, there are many parties engaged in this review process, including Arcadis, GDOT, the ARC, GRTA and other transportation groups, so it is uncertain who will cut / add what to the strategies.

I CAN tell you the CAC offered a group of suggestions that focused on operational improvements (interchanges and feeder surface streets) such as on-ramp metering, synchronized signals, reverse lanes and other such no-build alternatives that would preclude widening or adding lanes to 285.

We also recommended that these operational improvements be combined with TSM/TDM (Transportation System and/or Transportation Demand Management) to solve the congestion problems.  We also affirmed the ARC's Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) item which called for combining a High Occupancy Vehicle lane (HOV) strategy with the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) strategy as an alternative.

Finally, we recommended they consider implementing some behavior modification options as a standalone strategy.  An example of this would be offering positive incentives for folks to travel in off-peak hours.

Regarding remarks about the Members weighing in on the strategies ... The timeline set forth by the Revive 285 project team included at least 3 PIOH events at the Chamblee Civic Center, and people were asked all three times to give input on the strategies and alternatives.  The Revive 285 team has conducted a number of public surveys in person and on their web site.  In addition, the web site has had a public input section up and running since the project started back in 2006.


In my Transportation Committee reports during 2007, I have repeatedly told our Members of these opportunities to provide feedback to the project team.  I have also told them they could contact me directly by phone or e-mail with any suggestions.

I believe, since the revised draft Strategies Screening Report is "locked down," further input at this time is moot.  It would be impossible to continually adjust the report as new strategies are suggested.  Perhaps (but I don't know this for sure) it will be possible for the public to propose additional strategies once the draft SSR has been approved and released.  I know for certain that any additional strategies members of the CAC may have are not being considered during the review process.

If anyone at tonight's meeting believes they have a "silver bullet" that will fix all the northern arc's problems ... they are more than welcome to send me their suggestions, or they can send
them to the project team directly through the Revive 285 site.

Jeff

