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Small crowd, big plans for I-285 
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	This Georgia Department of Transportation graphic shows what might be done around I-285. The top end could be improved with HOV lanes, HOV and Bus Rapid Transit lanes, truck only lanes (green band) and two new interchanges. 


	

	


By Dick Williams
For The Crier

Only 30 area residents turned out last week for a meeting with the Georgia Department of Transportation on the I-285 Strategic Implementation Plan. But those who did saw a tsunami of options including two new interchanges between the Chamblee-Dunwoody and Peachtree Dunwoody exits. 

While the DOT is studying and planning for all of I-285, the local focus is on the project known as Revive 285 Top End (www.revive285.com). Three areas identified as major problems fall between I-85 and I-75 on the top end of I-285.

The demographic center of metro Atlanta - I-285 and Georgia 400 - is one of the areas. One remedy to congestion there is a new half-diamond interchange on Georgia 400 at Hammond Drive. It is on an accelerated track, with additional funds from the Perimeter Community Improvement District.

More speculative is a proposal for a new interchange on I-285 between Ashford Dunwoody and Chamblee Dunwoody. It would connect to Perimeter Center Parkway East to the north, but might be cost-prohibitive because of land acquisition costs. It would be aimed at relieving the Ashford Dunwoody exit.

The suggested interchange between Peachtree Dunwoody and Ashford Dunwoody roads is being proposed as an exit only for high-occupancy vehicle lanes and Bus Rapid Transit vehicles, if such a system is ever built. Vehicles would leave I-285 where the flyover bridge is now under construction and would be limited in access to Perimeter Center. 

	

	


Those local plans under study are a small part of what DOT is analyzing.

“The DOT wasn’t able to anything on I-285 because of the air quality lapse years in the 1990s,” said Joe Palladi, the state transportation planning administrator. “In addition, we didn’t do a good job of letting the public understand that major improvements are 20-year projects. What we see out there now as overly congested areas are the result of our Freeing the Freeways project 20 years or so ago.”

Engineers and planners are to submit seven recommendations for I-285 to DOT management this week. Three alternatives are to be chosen for further planning and implementation and the result might be a combination of all three.

For example, Palladi said, capacity improvements could include barrier-separated HOV lanes, bus rapid transit, barrier-separated truck only lanes or a combination of all or a few.

Operational improvements could include auxiliary lanes between interchanges for local traffic, ramp metering, collector-distributor roadways and better signage and computer monitoring.

Palladi said studies show that no matter how many local traffic lanes are built, traffic from surface streets will continue onto the interstate system as local traffic.

“I tell people,” Palladi said, “if you don’t do some the big stuff, you might as well stay in the house.”
