Ashford Alliance – Transportation Committee Report

on MARTA 01/28/08 Public Hearing

The hearing, chaired by MARTA Boardmember Harold Buckley, Sr. (representing DeKalb County), was called to order at 7:00pm at the Chamblee Civic Center.  The primary order of business was announced to be the proposed changes to multiple bus routes within and / or near the Ashford Alliance.  The entire list of proposed changes is provided in the accompanying handout which was given to attendees by MARTA.

Upon concluding a brief overview of the proposed changes, Mr. Buckley opened the floor to the public for their comments on the proposal or anything else transit-related.  A synopsis of those comments follows.

1) Many people expressed concern about the potential shortening of the 132 route so that the bus will operate only between Chamblee Station and Dunwoody Club Drive.  Individuals raised the issues of (a) this route currently provides primary access for Georgia Perimeter College students who work in the local area, (b) this route also is the principal “safe” route for M to M students who attend Peachtree Middle School and Dunwoody High School, and (c) many people who work in the corridors served by the 132 bus will not have public transit to their jobs if the route is shortened.

2) Several people registered their dissatisfaction with the fact that MARTA does not put its first buses on the road on Saturday morning until after it is time for them to be at work.  Consequently, they are unable to use transit to get to their jobs on the weekend.

3) The AACA Transportation Committee Chair thanked MARTA for coming out to the community, for continuing to work with our organization on issues that concern our residents, and for the recent changes they’ve made internally that have resulted in better accessibility to and communications with MARTA staff.  We also asked about reducing the existing bus sizes and the use of shuttles.

After the Public Hearing portion of the meeting, MARTA staffers were available to explain the proposed changes in detail, answer people’s specific questions about the proposed changes, and discuss other transit-related matters of concern.  The AACA TransCom Chair noted on one map of future routes that several buses which currently serve the Dunwoody Rail Station will be rerouted to the Sandy Springs or the North Springs Rail Stations … and asked why, given the recent announcements of multiple high-density, mixed-use developments that will be constructed near the Dunwoody Rail Station.  The answer was that there is no demand for the buses at this time.  If and when the developments are completed, MARTA will reassess the demand and adjust the bus routes as they deem necessary.

AACA Members and residents may use the MARTA Public Hearing Comment Form provided with this write-up to send remarks about the proposed bus route changes to the Director Of Transit System Planning or the Manager of Transportation Planning.  Representatives at last night’s Hearing advised that maps of the existing routes and of the proposed changes will be on the MARTA web site at www.itsmarta.com within the next several days.

