       When State Representative Mike Jacobs asked the crowd of several hundred people , “who wants to be in an incorporated city, rather than unincorporated DeKalb County?,” the majority of hands went up.  Representative Jacobs and State Senator Fran Millar discussed the issue of the future of North DeKalb agreeing that having more local control closer to the people was preferable to being in the outreaches of DeKalb County, especially as the power shifts to south DeKalb. 

    The most likely scenario is that “Parcel One” as it is labeled, will be offered up in a bill this legislative session, giving the 7-8,000 citizens of Huntley Hills, Gainsborough East and the neighborhoods west of Chamblee Dunwoody Road north to I-285 the chance to vote to become part of the city of Chamblee in 2010.  Senator Millar said it might be a tough fight to get the legislature to approve any new city expansions but added, “If the opportunity is there, we’ll put it through.”

    Another area, labeled “Parcel Two” is less likely to be offered for annexation to Chamblee this year.  Parcel two includes the areas south of Harts Mill Road and west to Ashford Dunwoody Road to the city of Chamblee.  It includes Blackburn Park and the Peachtree Golf Club. 

      Representative Jacobs said, “I’m generally unfavorable to putting parcel two in the city of Chamblee.  We as a community need to think where we want to be in the long-term.”   Jacobs suggested that while townships could still be a possibility, he thinks a new city would be a better idea. “If what you want is local control over your services, then you should think about cityhood.”  Jacobs suggested, “The city that makes sense would be a city of Brookhaven that would go from I-285 on the north to I-85 on the south.” 

     In comments from the audience, the legislators heard concerns that taking more areas into Chamblee, reduces the options for the rest of the unincorporated areas.

Mark Graffagnino, President of the Murphey Candler Homeowners Association said he was “concerned about the ever narrowing piece of DeKalb.”

Murphey Candler resident, Eric Hovidsen added, “As we carve out more of these areas, we feel more isolated.” 

Representative Jacobs said he planned to send a formal survey to the registered voters of parcel two to get a more accurate read of their interest in annexation.  Senator Millar ended the meeting saying, “None of this is a done deal. In the long run, we don’t want to leave anyone behind.” 

