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Planning & Development Committee
To:   

AACA Board of Directors & Members
Re:
Update on Current and Upcoming Planning and Development Issues
Date:  
January 15, 2009
CURRENT PROJECTS 
These projects will be before the Dekalb County Board of Commissioners on January 27, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. public hearings.  Complete application materials, site plans, renderings and completed AACA Zoning Information Checklist available on our website at www.AACA.org
1. LeCraw/N. Peachtree- Mixed Use  

Rezoning to OCR (mixed use district) and Special Land Use Permit request to add the 2.1 acre property currently developed with a closed down restaurant to the 17 acres rezoned in 2008 for a redevelopment of the Perimeter Park office complex to a mixed use development.  The 2.1 acres additional property fronts on N. Peachtree Street at the intersection with Perimeter Park South just inside at the perimeter.

The developer has met with the AACA and representatives from Huntley Hills and the community to present the project and have negotiated a number of zoning conditions for the approval of the project.  We are aware of no opposition to this project.
The Dekalb County Community Council and Planning Commission have recommended approval of the project subject to the conditions worked out with the community.  The P&D Committee supports the most impacted neighborhoods that have been involved and the conditions that have been negotiated and recommends that the AACA support the project subject to the incorporated conditions.

2. St.  Martins Addition
St. Martins has applied for a Special Land Use Permit for an additional 40,000 s/f two story Middle School building to provide space for additional classrooms, multipurpose room, locker rooms and a music room to accommodate their existing student population.  The proposed expansion is not to accommodate additional enrollment.  Additional the application requests an expansion of the church sanctuary and Gable Hall by 5,700 s/f.  
The Applicant has had numerous meetings with the nearby neighborhood and is in the process of finalizing conditions of zoning.  We are aware of no opposition to this project.

The Dekalb County Community Council and Planning Commission have recommended approval of the project subject to the conditions worked out with the community.  The P&D Committee supports the most impacted neighborhoods that have been involved and the conditions that are being negotiated and recommends that the AACA support the project subject to the incorporated conditions.

UPCOMING DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
The AACA P&D Committee has been notified that the following projects may be filed for zoning review in the next few months.  Meetings and project information will be made available via our website and at upcoming AACA meetings.  We have received no materials at this time to provide any details of the project.
1. Marist -  we understand that Marist is considering redeveloping and renovating some of the existing buildings on the main campus, redeveloping the abandoned/boarded- up building on the property behind the YMCA soccer fields and adding athletic fields to their property behind the soccer fields and just north of their main campus.  There has been meetings with residents along West Nancy Creek and there will be additional community and AACA P&D meetings to discuss the project as soon as the application has been filed.
OTHER MATTERS
1. Dekalb County Revising the Zoning Ordinance  
Dekalb County is currently in the process of doing a complete update of the Zoning Ordinance.   The first community meeting was held in December to receive community feedback.  We will notify the community of additional meeting dates as soon as they are made available.  We are also working on having a representative from the county planning and Development Dept come to an upcoming AACA meeting to present the proposed changed and receive feedback from our community.  

2. Stream Buffer Ordinance Revisions
Dekalb County has been in the process of re-writing their stream buffer ordinance to clarify the authority of the Planning & Development Department to grant variances in limited circumstances.  Recently 5 neighborhoods and the AACA successfully requested a deferral of the ordinance to clarify provisions to ensure that those single family homes that were previously built prior to the adoption of stream buffers and already located within the boundaries of the buffer are permitted to renovate their home without having to remove the portion of their existing structures from the buffer.  The North Druid Hills Civic Association has also been in contact with P&D representatives to coordinate our efforts to protect our streams while protecting our single family homes.   
The Ashford Alliance is a nonprofit Georgia corporation which was formed in 2006 to address the numerous issues that impact the over 25,000 residents in the neighborhoods located in north Dekalb County, south of I-285, West of the City of Chamblee, North of Peachtree Street and East of the Fulton County, Dekalk County boundary line. Our mission is to inform the people who live inside the AACA boundaries of matters which can affect their quality of life and to provide a voice to those neighborhoods which otherwise might not be heard. More than 60 separate neighborhoods have been identified within our borders. More information about the Ashford Alliance Community Association at www.ashfordalliance.org
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