City of Dunwoody, GA – Not created equal!  The Ashford Alliance speaks out against Dunwoody taking the largest tax resources in the southeast away from Dekalb County citizens. 
Atlanta, GA February 1, 2007 – Collette McDonald-- Ashford Alliance Communications Chairperson. collette@collettemcdonald.com
The Ashford Alliance, which represents thousands of North DeKalb residents, does not oppose the incorporation of the City of Dunwoody. The Ashford Alliance does oppose the inclusion of the majority of the Perimeter Community Improvement District (PCID) within the proposed city of Dunwoody.  This area includes Perimeter Mall, other shopping areas, many businesses and numerous office buildings.  It is one of the largest single tax resources in the Southeast.  
It is inappropriate for one group of citizens to unilaterally claim this unique resource without any input from or consideration for the remaining residents of DeKalb County.  If proximity is the justification, all of the Ashford Alliance members live at least as close to this area as any of the residents within the proposed new city.  It would also seem reasonable for our elected officials, many of whom represent both Dunwoody residents and Ashford Alliance members, to seek such input.  At the very least, there should be a formal agreement establishing an equitable distribution of future PCID tax revenues between Dunwoody and DeKalb County.  

The AACA is also opposed to the concurrent legislation setting prices for the transfer of County assets, such as the North DeKalb Police Precinct and Fire Station, to Dunwoody below their actual value and/or the cost of relocation elsewhere in the County.  We will still need reasonable access to these services if the current assets are transferred to Dunwoody.  It is not in our best interest to subsidize Dunwoody’s decision. 

DeKalb County must be treated fairly in this exchange.  We do not oppose the formation of the City of Dunwoody. We respectfully request that all future tax revenue from the PCID be shared equitably between the new city and DeKalb County.   We hope to open a dialog with all parties at the County and State level to address our concerns and seek an alternative.
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