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Oglethorpe “Goes Green”
ATLANTA – Oglethorpe University is well known for its gothic architecture and beautiful grounds, but what many do not know is that the campus was certified as a wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation in 2007. In many other ways as well, Oglethorpe alumni, faculty, staff and students have stepped forward to make Oglethorpe a more environmentally friendly place, beyond the classroom.

Tom Reilly ‘67 has lived near Oglethorpe since 1953, and spent his childhood, “surrounded by more animals than people. I never forgot the experience,” said Reilly. “It’s where I learned the necessity of maintaining a balance between past, present and future. When you visit the woods, it’s not just a place; it’s where we all came from.” 

Reilly was the force behind getting Oglethorpe Certified as a Wildlife Habitat, a five year process, which he said was at times frustrating. When Dr. Larry Schall became President, and made it clear that he wanted to be involved within the community, Reilly seized the opportunity at an Alumni event to talk with President Schall about his plan. “I brought a packet with all the forms that were needed and just handed it to him,” remembered Reilly. “And after that it was easy. He put it right through.” 

Oglethorpe is just one of the wildlife habitats that Reilly has created, including his own backyard, “I try to stop by each one once a month. I walk the trails, pick up trash, and leave food for the animals. It’s my way of maintaining a balance in the man-made world we live in.”
###

Located in Atlanta and founded in 1835, Oglethorpe enrolls over 1,000 students representing 34 states and 36 countries. The university plays in the NCAA Division III Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference. The Princeton Review’s The Best 361 Colleges 2007 edition ranks Oglethorpe in its prestigious list and also names it a Best Southeastern College. Oglethorpe University is Georgia’s only coeducational member of the Annapolis Group, an organization of America’s most selective liberal arts institutions.
