Help Save Nancy Creek Theme School!


REDISTRICTING PROPOSAL TO CLOSE NANCY CREEK -  UPDATE
After the Jan. 16th Community Meeting, a group of Nancy Creek parents met directly with Dr. Lewis, DeKalb County School Superintendent, who listened to the concerns and reviewed the demographic data we had gathered.  Dr. Lewis called for the demographer to review the current report and he now has an updated demographic report which he is currently considering.

Dr. Lewis is scheduled to present a final plan to the Board of Education (BOE) in April for a vote.  It could be introduced at the BOE Working Session or at a special called meeting on an as-yet undetermined date.  According to our correspondence with Jim Redovian, our BOE representative, Mr. Redovian plans on supporting Dr. Lewis’s recommendation regardless of our concerns!
HOW YOU CAN HELP?
It is necessary to show the BOE members, Dr. Lewis and county staff that there are fact-based reasons to keep Nancy Creek open!  From now until the April meeting, we want to contact the school board and county staff EVERY SINGLE DAY!  We are trying to organize this effort to be the most effective possible.  You can help in the following ways:

1. WRITE LETTERS – Parents and community adults, please write a letter with your questions, concerns about loosing Nancy Creek and it’s effect in our community.  The following suggestions are provided to focus our communities efforts:

a. Begin your letter with a generic salutation, i.e. Dear DeKalb County School System.  

b. Please include some or all of the “Top Concerns” listed below.

c. Provide your name and address in the letter.  Anonymous letters are not as effective!
d. Send or E-mail your letters to each of the 9 members of the Board Of Education and to Dr. Lewis.  Addresses are provided on the back of this sheet.  
e. Follow up any questions until they’ve been answered.  This demonstrates that our community effort is to be taken seriously.
2. CALL THE REDISTRICTING HOTLINE at 678-676-0716 – Voice your concerns and questions to the staff often.  Again, follow-up until questions are answered.
NANCY CREEK’S TOP CONCERNS 
· No REASONABLE EXPLANATION TO closE Nancy Creek – State funding formula is slated to change.
· Demographic study flawed – The demographic study that projected future enrollments at area schools did not consider:  1) the tremendous growth in Chamblee and other areas in this attendance zone and 2) the strong appeal of these growth areas to young families.  
· OVERCROWDING AT MONTGOMERY DAY 1 of 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR - Nancy Creek Students slated to attend Montgomery will arrive on a campus that is over instructional capacity with a County forecasted population of 556 students.  
· Nancy Creek Theme School is great! – Under the direction of our newly appointed Principal, excellence in academics and character is soaring.  It’s evident in the increase in Discovery students, the united school community and student body, and the morale and continuing education efforts of the teachers. Nancy Creek students already enjoy all the things the redistricting proposal is supposed to provide—more physical education, cultural arts programs, differentiated curriculum, Spanish for every student (pre-K through 5th), dedicated Science Lab (with brand new lab tables), dedicated Computer Lab (with brand new, state of the art computers), and small class sizes.   The only thing we will gain from consolidation is more crowded schools!!
· WATCH NANCY CREEK COMMUNITY VIDEO - 
Encourage the BOE members to view the Nancy Creek Community Meeting Video (1/16) to better understand the community’s points and concerns.  
If you have any questions about the program or how you can assist, please contact Teresa Gudger at 770.452.9834 or tgudger_67@yahoo.com.
